Researched Argumentative Essay Guidelines

Before you begin drafting your paper, be sure you have reviewed the following readings: 
The Norton Field Guide
Chapter 13, “Arguing a Position”
Chapters 37-45 (each chapter focuses on a different strategy)
They Say, I Say
· Chapters 8-11 (Part 3 “Tying It All Together”), review previous chapters
The Little Seagull Handbook
· W-7b (Tips for Writing an Argument), pages 45-48
· R-4 (Integrating Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism), pages 107-118
· MLA Style, pages 119-169
Your Writing Assignment
Using the sources you find through continued research, the thesis you will develop, and the templates we’ve explored through They Say, I Say, you will develop your own argument related to the topic you chose for your annotated bibliography. 
Before you draft, you will need to determine the following:
· Your stance on the issue (thesis)
· Strong reasons to support your thesis
· Supporting evidence (and a variety of types—facts, statistics, expert opinions, examples, etc.)
· Counterarguments (naysayers, positions different from your own)
Take notes as you reread sources, looking for quotes as well as areas to paraphrase or summarize that will be useful in your argument (be sure to document where you found the information and any direct quotes to avoid plagiarism in the final paper). 
Then, consider the organizational strategies (Rogerian and Toulmin) discussed in class, as well as those in Part 3 of They Say, I Say and on pages 47-48 in The Little Seagull Handbook. These strategies will help you determine the best plan for addressing your argument as well as counterarguments in your paper.
In addition, you will want to review the rhetorical appeals of ethos, logos, and pathos because you should implement them in your argument. These appeals, along with some of the other strategies you are exploring in this unit, will transform your research into persuasion.
Your final paper will:
· be five to eight pages long (not including the works cited page)
· include a complete works cited page (see more style specifications below)
· use a minimum of five sources, with the same criteria as the annotated bibliography
· Three sources must be from the Lone Star online databases. 
· One source must be from a general web search. 
· One additional source of your choice may be from either of the above or from the “Readings” section of They Say, I Say. 
· include reasons, evidence, and a response to counterargument(s)
· demonstrate knowledge of how to use rhetorical appeals and rhetorical strategies
· show evidence of revision for both content and grammar
STYLE
· Write in a style that delivers a clear and accurate expression of your ideas.
·  Use academic language that avoids contractions and slang. 
· Use third person except to distinguish your opinions from others. Avoid using second person “you” and “your.”
· Use present tense when integrating information from your research. (Example: Willer asserts that political polarization is a result of different core beliefs.)
· Avoid dangling or “hit-and-run” direct quotes by using signal phrases.
· Replace vague or “dead” words with concrete nouns and active verbs.

MLA FORMATTING CONVENTIONS

Consult the MLA Style chapter in The Little Seagull Handbook for how to set up your document, cite sources in text, and create a Works Cited page. The following pages should be helpful:
· Header and title: p. 161
· Example Works Cited page: p. 168
· In-text documentation: pages 122-128
· List of works cited: pages 129-158
Use 12 pt. type and double spacing.

ADDITIONAL WRITING SUPPORT

The Norton Field Guide:
Chapter 51, “Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing” (or R-4 in TLSH)
Chapter 52, “Acknowledging Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism” (or R-4 in TLSH)
Chapter 54, MLA Style (or MLA Style in TLSH)

Everyone’s an Author:
Chapter 17, “Analyzing and Constructing Arguments”
Chapter 32, “Checking for Common Mistakes”
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